U.S. Department of Justice

Office of the Inspector General

December 31, 2019

Anne L. Weismann
aweismann(@citizensforethics.org

Subject: Freedom of Information/Privacy Act Request [19-OIG-102]

Dear Ms. Weismann:

This is in response to your March 19, 2018 request to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). Specifically, your
request seeks “all documents related to any investigation or inquiry conducted by
the FBI’s Office of Professional Responsibility (“OPR”) of, involving, or relating to
former FBI Deputy Director Andrew McCabe, who was fired by Attorney General
Sessions on March 16, 2017.” The FBI located records that originated with the
Department of Justice Office of the Inspector General (OIG) and referred those
records to our office for direct response to you.

This is a partial response to your request, consisting of 185 pages of
transcripts and related information which we have processed. We have
determined that certain portions of the records should be withheld from disclosure
pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(6), which protects information about individuals
that would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; and
(b)(7)(C), which protects records or information compiled for law enforcement
purposes to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or
information could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion
of personal privacy. Material withheld by the OIG has been redacted and marked
with the above-noted exemptions. Please find enclosed that information which
can be released pursuant to your request. Please note that we consulted with
other components with equities in these documents. The FBI has withheld from
disclosure certain information pursuant to FOIA exemptions as noted in margin
markings.

In addition to the 185 pages of transcripts and related information that are
enclosed, we determined that an additional 15 pages of notes originated with the
FBI. We have referred those documents to the FBI for processing and direct
response to you.



We are aware that this matter is in litigation and we will continue to process
the referred records as expeditiously as possible and in compliance with all
applicable court orders.

If you are not satisfied with my response to this request, you may
administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy
(OIP), United States Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue,
NW, Washington, DC 20530-0001, or you may submit an appeal through OIP's
FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web site:
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home. Your appeal must
be postmarked or electronically transmitted within 90 days of the date of my
response to your request. If you submit your appeal by mail, both the letter and
the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act Appeal.”

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law
enforcement and national security records from the requirements of the FOIA.
See 5 U.S.C. 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV 2010). This response is limited to those
records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an
indication that excluded records do, or do not, exist.

You may contact our FOIA Public Liaison, Deborah Waller at (202) 616-
0646 for any further assistance of your request. Additionally, you may contact the
Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) at the National Archives
and Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation services they
offer. The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government
Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601
Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at
ogis@nara.gov; telephone at (202) 741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448.

Sincerely,

Ofelia C. Peres
Ofelia C. Perez

Government Information Specialist
Office of the General Counsel
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B B Page 38
We talked, again, strategy and let's, let's see who else
we need to get, we need to interview. Because, of course,
the goal of this type of investigation is to figure out
who the leak is. So we either need to corroborate what
the person is saying. We need to find out who else, you

those, those kind of conversations.

R V2 there priority given to that

because it was a leak of private information affecting a

W0 N DWW N

[
[

o
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or priority given to this investigation overall? .
R V<!, both. I'm wondering if, if
the information he provided you caused a ramp-up in the
activity of trying to figure out who was responsible for

the Wall Street Journal article.

| JOh, sure, It, it created, yeah,
more investigative, if you will a little bit of zeal.-
Yeah. Like any, once you find out new information, you
move forward. Bui, yeah, sure, we started to think about
other people that we needed to interview, and we started
to prioritize and put a list together and move forward.
Sure. A .

But all, again, the time frame of all of this,

keep in mind we have a lot of media leak investigations.
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know, who else we needed to interview. But yes, we had -

Deputy Director? o
4 |Priority given 10 who 1o interview

-
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Page 40

Mr. McCabe told you that he did not authorize the
disclosure in the Wall Street Journal about his
conversation with the Department of Justice official?
No. There is no doubt.

MR. BECKHARD: And is there any doubt in your
mind that he told you he didn’t know who authorized or
who, who disclosed that information to the Wall Street
Journal? ¢

l At this, at this time, no. There,
not to my recollection. No, he, | stand by what is
contained in the signed sworn statement, the draft.

MR. BECKHARD: Thank you.

R A nd then, so, moving the, the
matter forward in time, it's our understanding that
ultimately a follow-up interview was scheduled with Mr.
McCabe on August 18th, 2017, But before tuming to that
interview, I want to ask you a couple of questions about
the time frame from when the draft statement is sent out
on May 12th, the one that | just asked you to pull up to
August 17th, or right before the interview begins on
August | 8th,

Between May 9th and August | 7th, do you know,
had Mr. McCabe contacted INSI2 10 express that he wanted to
change his statements that he made to you in the May 9th
interview regarding the October 30th Wall Street Journal
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We were, we were juggling, or [ should say [ was juggling
live balls. And all the media leak investigations had a
high priority for me.” And working with your office and
different parts of your office, so the media.leak
investigations were a very high priority overall.

And | know you had a lot going on in
terms of media leaks in general, but do you'remember
specifically with respect to this investigation the

details of what you anq_—_]decided had to happen

n -up? :
w No. [ don't recall specifically.
[ don't recall. But I'm, I'm sure there was interviews of

people we wanted to do. But I, | can't specifically
recall. Keep in mind, these are, these arc my pcoplc that
[ interact with all the time. 1, I, I've got hundreds of
cases going all the time. But this, we talked about
strategy, and we keep moving. But, of course we had a
plan that we put in place. i

MR. BECKHARD: Before we move on, last, and |
apologize, this is coming at the same question from just
one last angle, | | Now you've had a chance to
review the signed swom statement, and we've been talking
about the interview with Mr. McCabe that happened,
according to our information, on or about May 9th, 2017.
Sitting here today, is there any doubt in your' mind that
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article? _

[ | 1 will say he did not contact me.
That's all | can say specifically. | don't know if he
contacted someone else in Inspection Division, my AD, my

did not contact me.

Did you ever hear from, frc.m-‘l '

MR. BECKHARD:

1

2

3

4

5 DAD. But i can speak to the fact with complete surety, he
6

-

8

9

10
11 MR. BECKHARD: Mister.

12 I_q Sorry. Did you ever hear fro
13 r

What did | say?
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anyone else in INSD that Mr. Mc !

14 had reached out 10 INSD 10 revise his draft statement |

15 between May 12th and August 17th?
16 | Again, I've got to clarify, INSD,

17 Inspection Division is very large.

18 I—‘Um-hmm. ' '

19 [ have, | had a section within

20 Inspection Division, Internal Investigations, of which
lan lare supervisory special
22 agents in, and I'n| | So again, when you
23 say INSD, | think of the larger umbrella. And so, 1 can't
24 speak to that. That's why [ say, I don't know ifthere is
25 contact withmy AD, my DAD. [ can't speak 1o that.
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when you're done.
E Okay. SoI've read up to the

boilerplate language, which starts with the first full
paragraph on Page 11 with | am willing.

: Okay.

So, yep, I've read that. -

So the paragraph that | asked you
to read, is that paragraph, what's stated there, is that
consistent with what you were told by folks in INSD that
Mr. McCabe said at the time?

Yes, it is consistent with what -- |
wasn't present for that, obviously.

— |
But that's what I was told.

And then, as we understand, there '

is a follow-up interview with Mr. McCabe on August 18th,

2017, A :
Yes.
Can you describe for us what

circumstances prompted that follow-up interview, if, as
best you remember?

Yes. There is a lot. So, this,
we've jumped, you know, this is, you're, this is the first
interview you've asked about that obviously there were a

number of other interviews that took place in this case.
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Can [ stop you for one second?
Yeah.
And when you say the article,
we're specifically talking about the October 30th, 2016
Wall Street Journal article?
That's right.

Okay.
he one, the same one that's
referenced in Mr. McCabe's statement here, his draft
statement.

And actually, just, you can have
this handy if you want. So I understand Mr. McCabe never
signed a slatement, a final swom statement, but I believe
at some point, he initialed, I'll represent for the
record, that as the file was tumed over to the OIG from
FBI INSD. There was reference made to a document that Mr.
McCabe was presented in his May Sth interview, May Sth,
2016, in which he apparently initialed the upper, upper
right-hand corner, A.M. Although it doesn't have an
Exhibit Number 5 labeled as stated in the draft document.

Okay. So your representation duly
noted. That would be our practice, to have, if we were
going to show a document to the interviewee, it would be

our practice to have them initial and usually date it.
And then, we usually write the exhibit number on the face
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And there was a lot of effort
try 10 get Mr. McCabe 10 sign his statement. And because
of his position and the fact that he was made the Acting
Director during the course of this investigation, [ would
say we were probably pretty considerate of his time and,

and tried not to bother him too much.

But, for example, months had gone by. And 1
saw, | happened to be in Starbucks behind him in line.
And | personally. mentioned it to him in Starbucks in line
because I thought I'm, I'm going 10 just remind him here.
He's so busy. Here he is. I'm going to remind him. And
even then, we still didn't get him to sign it. So, it got
to a point where we had, by direction of our management,
we had kind of ceased work on the case for a while. And
then we picked it up.

And, and specifically, | would say what made the
turning point was our interview of] |

which { conducted an as not present for, as
it tums out. Afier Mr, McCabe was show the Wall Street
Journal article, we began nd | began to ask new
interviewees about the arficle. But 1 will say, the
interviews that had taken place and been completed before
Mr. McCabe was shown the arti interviews were
not shown that article. Okay? vaas shown the

article, and very similar to what's --

nd my parts to -
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of the document. [t may just be that your copy, it got
cut off. But, and I don't know what the original looks

like, but that's the general practice. So I'm lookmg at

this article.

And if you had the original, not a copy, and
this last page of the article had these first three
paragraphs highlighted, the paragraphs that start
according to a person familiar with the probes, then the
second paragraph begins the Justice Department official
was very pissed off, and then the third paragraph says,

_ quote, are you telling me that 1 need to shut down a

validly predicated investigation. Those three paragraphs

“ were highlighted, both in what Mr. McCabe was shown, and

then definitely in what as shown. And |

 believe everybody who was interviewed in this case and

shown this article also had those three paragraphs
highlighted, because it's a very lengthy article that
covers a lot of ground.

R Can | stop you for one second? [F
you want, we haven't gotten to that yet, but for your
reference, we will get wl:ﬁinterview.

Here is her final sworn statement.

Min-U-Script®

(7) l’.ge.f: 26-29

b6 -2
b7Cc -2

b6 -2
b7C -2

b6 -2

'p7C -2

b6 -2
b7C -2

b6 -2
b7C -2

b6 -2

b7C -2
bée -2
b7C -2

bé -2
b7C -2

FBI 18-cv-01766-410















b6 -2
bB7C -2

b6 -2
b7C -2
b6 -2
b7C -2

b6 -2
b7C -2

b6 -2
b7C -2

b6 -2
b7C -2

b6 -2
b7C -2

b6 -2
b7C -2

b6 -2
b7C -2

b6 -1,2

b7C -1,2

b7E -1

LR - I R T T R P N

BN N D D D M e e e e e R e e
Vb W R O WO N WA WN MO

Page 46

no, I don't recall getting my signed swom statement with
that added.. That was what he said.

At any rate, we did ask you about it. | sent it
to you. This is what you said on that date. And then we
asked him this question. Did you authorize someone to go
on background with, and that's where it ends. But that
means on background with Devlin Barrett, the Wall Street
Joumal report who is the author of the October 30th news
article. And he said, yes, | recall that now. 1did
authorize someone to go on background. And then the next
line, if you want me to just go on here?

Says OIG asked same question --
Oh, but what about --
-- about same article --*

Can | stop you?
Yeah.

R ' sorry to interrupt. What is

fo rom, after yes?
| Recall that, and it looks like no,
buf TS now. Recall that now.
Okay. .
mould be, like sometimes you're just
writing fast, and. :

IR Gt i. Okay, sory.
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Page 48
took a break from the case for a while. And then when we
came back, | was instructed, okay, start asking everybody
about this article. We didn't have another meeting with
OIG. But | would have expected that my upper management
might have had a meeting with OIG, because they constantly
talk, and we are aware that we are doing some leak
investigations, and they are doing some leak
investigations, so my expectation was that Q1G was aware
that we were now asking about this Wall Street Journal
article as a part of thebnvesti gation.

So I will say, when we sat down with Mr. McCabe
on August 18th, and he said that the OIG had interviewed
him about the article, 1 was surprised to hear that
because 1, although I didn't personally had attend a
meeting where it was deconflicted with OIG, | would have
expected it to have been through my upper nanagement
because | was directed to ask people about the article.

Sure. And then if you could go to
the portion of the first page of the notes where there is
a, it looks like a squiggly line, and it says 10-slash-30-

slash- c
m-hmm.

nd it looks like Mr., your note,

you're noting Mr. McCabe's response about what was going

on at the time. If you could just read that, looks like
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Yeah,
If you could continue.
: Yeah, So it says OIG asked same
t same article.
Did --

o I think at that point, he was
starting to tell us that he had been interviewed by OIG
investigators, and they asked him the same question, did
he go back and did he authorize, did he know the source of
the information. Now, obviously [ have no idea what O1G
asked him, but that is what he said.

Did he say anything to the effect
of OIG asked me these same questions, and that refreshed

my recollection? Did he get into that at all?
—
d | were surprised.

Okay.
: inki |an
I will tell you, I can't speak for But I was

surprised to hear him say that the OIG had asked him about
this article because, again, I think there wasn't a clear
consensus way back in the beginning when we started. But
my understanding was that it was going to be a part of the
investigation. ' ‘
However, when Voviette showed Mr. McCabe the
article on May 9th, and then, you know, proceeding, we

questiona
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one, two, three, four --

Yeah, | see it.

-- five, six, seven Jines?
Okay. So we're skipping over the

Correct,
But it says, October 30th, 2016
article. I was out of town. I was i Iax
54 Ithat would mcan{ fand

ere working, I'm going to

guess working, working in the same way -- I'm sorry. I'm

muddling through this -- in preparation for the article to -

come out. I understand this now.

So, we talked about, there was a prior article
on October 24th I think.
Um-hmm. -
And that's what's being discussed i
the prior note that we skipped over.

Sure. ;
And he, he was talking about how

they worked all weekend with the reporter Devlin Barrett,
and then the article came out. And in the prior --
Which one?

, 50 I'll explain. So, with

24th article, all of them were working

respect to
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:attendm something a So
it was more or less an ere

Page 50
together over the course of the weekend; that being
| rnq 'md Mr. McCabe were working
ogether, n't €y were physically together,
but they were communicating about the article. And then
the article came out on I think Monday. [ think that's

‘right. And then they wanted to, the second article, they

wanted to clear up some, what they thought were factual
inaccuracies. And I think that was the reason they went,
my understanding is that is the reason that there was an
authorized background discussion with the reporter.
Um-hmm. '

To clear up what the i maccuracnes

communicating over the course of the weekend with the
reporter.  So in the same, working in the same way as the
prior weekend. That's what that means. In preparation
for the article to come out, for example Thursday, Friday,
Saturday.

_ The October 30th article to come

ut?

Yes. Same ongoing effort to get the
story straight,

R Okay. And then what does the next
(<

S ' ' Page 52

1 the authorization, what was his demeanor, like, if you
2 recall if there is anything that stood out?

3 No. Both of the interviews that |

4 sat in wi r. McCabe, he was quite relaxed. We were.
5 sitting around the table in his office. Nothing stood
6 out.

7 R /\nd what about the last four lines
8 0 2 :
9 ‘Okay. The copy is kind of bad, but
10 ['ll try --
11 I'm sorry. I mean, again --
12 That's okay.
13 -- this is the best that you can.
14 Y cah, sure.
15 If I had to read my notes --
16 , [ know, [ know.
17 -- we'd be in big trouble.
18 Right? Okay. OPA will find out

19 what, I think it's what reporter said, but I, I could go

20 back and look at my original notes. Inaccurate-slash-

21 inequity to, 't make out if that's case or what
22 that says therﬁomes to me and says, quote, news

23 going to say blank. Then I say, quote, no comment, end
24 quote. I think we're talking here --

25 R Ycah, if you could just put this
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li
&Yep 1 do not recall when 1 gave

authorization to go on background.

Was there any discussion with him
about that point in, in the sense of, again, what prompted
him to recollect now that he did give authonzzmon to go

on background?

mmn't think we were at that point.
I think we wou ve gotten to that point, but there was
a logical wayj who was leading the interview,

wanted to proceed with the questions. So my guess here is
that he asked him do you recall when you gave
authorization for that on back d, and Mr, McCabe said
1 do not recall. Anqgsn\’:ry methodical, in my
opinion. I think he probably, he almost always hasa
reason he asks the questions he does in the order that he
does. He has a reason he wants to, the questions to
proceed in a certain fashion. So, my recollection is he
didn't ask him at that point. He had a way he wanted to
ask the questions, and, and he proceeds —

Okay.
-~ according to how he's thought
about it ahead of time.

Okay. When he was giving that
explanation there about that he didn't recall when he gave

Page 53

-- now that I've read that out loud.
[ think that we're talking about what it means to be on
background.

Okay.

Okay? Yeah. So [ think, |

c ow that there was some phrase called
being on background with a reporter before, [ thin

as the first one who, who introduced that concept to
10 mein her interview. But it might have been we

11 interviewed somebody else with, wj and they
12 mentioned it too, But [ think it w because it
13 was the first time we leamed that there was a background

14 conversation. So [ think we were just discussing with him
15 what on background is, does he authorize on background,
16 that sort of, those nature, that line of questioning is my
17 recollection. So, he was explaining his understanding of
18 what on background means. So, as [ read this and |
19 remember, I think it's essentially, most respected news
20 outlets want to get the story right.

21
22 So occasionally they will, they will
23 say in another member of OPA,

24 hey, this is what we're thinking about printing. And it
25 essentially doesn't allow the FBI to say yes you're nght
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1| [No, it was just that, hey, this is 1 Comey knew too. sl

2| jand make sure you send it to me, at | 2 Okay.

3 which point T did send JLMMmgld my 3 But there wasn't anything further :_‘,‘c‘f 4

4 efYorts to make sure tha had not | 4 about that.

s read it, and I talked with him on the phone, et cetera. | § I'm a little confused on that last

6 So he responded in that way, but he didn't respond that he | 6 point you just said. I thought the unilateral decision

7 was going to assign it or that he had looked at it or 7 was about putting out the quote, not Comey, and | thought

8 anything like that. But he did respond to, to the 8 the Comey knew was more about background.

9 mistake. That, that was bad. Right. Look, if there is any -- he =1,2
10 N W het of the, the log that, that ked Mr. McCabe -- P8 Sl
11 you keep, and the entries that you make in CMS about -~ (11 Um-hmm, :

12 i Um-hmm. . 12 Mr. McCabe, was it your unilateral | % 2,
13 -- investigation steps and 13 igion to put this quote about the article out? That
14 events? Do you think any of the efforts to get him to |14 ol
15 sign his statement, would they be recorded in there? |15 Okay. )
16 b I don't think so. I mean, we record |16 And his answer was, you know, be-a
17 things that, you know, of a substantive nature in there. |17 essentially no. It wasn't my unilateral decision to put
18 But at this point, it had, I think that these were more |18 that, to have the, you know, it wasn't just a unilateral
19 like, hey, Voviette, if you're going to be in an 19 decision to even have the on-background conversation.
20 executive-level meeting and you happen to see, could you (20 Comey knew it was going to happentoo. So there were more |
21 remind. And it was, it's just the sort of thing that you |21 than just him involved. You know, obviously
22 wouldn't document because it happened so often, It just |22 they obviously knew. And he was offering up to ‘z.s,c'fi":z
23 didn't need to be. It was very clear, he still needed to |23 usthat Mr. Comey knew. Now, | don't remember i
24 sign his statement, and that we would send it to him, and |24 asked him particularly if Comey knew or if he offered
25 he'd been asked about it. It had been sent again. You (25 that. I just don't recall at this time.
Page 79 Page 81

1 know, and so [ don't know that at, at any given time that | 1 [NEHEEEEEEE ~nd what about the notation below, | 7

2 we were trying to get him to sign it. But we would have | 2 was not admonished. Was controlled delivery?

3 documented every single time. It would be like 3 Oh, no._This is -- okay, so, was b6 -1,2

4 documenting every moment of your day, you know, which |. 4 not admonished, that w uestion to Mr. McCabe. 27¢ ~1.2

5 could be tedious. s Did Comey come back and say anything to you about this

¢ R vst in looking back over my notes | 6 quote.

7 again, of your notes. 7 Um-hmm,

8 bYes. 8 Were you admonished by Mr. Comey | PS5

s R On Page 2, the notation that, this [ 9 -when he saw it?

10 i ? 10 Right.

11 w‘om. , 11 ENO, | wasn't admonished by Mr. Comey | PS -2
12 . R This is the third entry from the |12 about this or, in fact, anything else. i
13 bottom, right below unilateral decision.’ 13 Right.

14 kay. 14 Controlled delive uestion mark. b6 -1,2
15 Comey knew - 15 That would indicate, again, this i estion P7¢ 1.2
16 Um-hmm. 16 to him. So was it controlled delivery of information to

17 tha as talking to Wall |17 the Wall Street Journai? And this, we get back to the

18 Street Journal. Did he elaborate how Comey knew? Was |18 nature of what an on-background is.

19 this a conversation McCabe had with Comey? 19 I see.

20 - He did not elaborate to my 20 ms, that's correct. It'sa et
21 recollection. 21 controlled delivery. We tell them what we want to tell '
22 Okay. 22 them. They can ask questions, but we, you know, we don't

23 ﬂhin@sked him was ita 23 just answer questions. We decide what information they're

24 unilateral-decision, and his answer was no. 24 going to get, controlled delivery of information.

2 RN Urn-hom. 2 SR Okay. Did you have any other
Min-U-Script® (20) Pages 78 - 81
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McCabe, and one of them is more Eositivc tb Mr. McCabe.

SR ~nd did_ have any reaction to

that, do you remember?
EL;MJ,,[ i e TJere
that that was the case. And, and then we proceeded to get

bserv:
onto whethe ew about this telephong.call with the
validly predicgted investigation, and di call that
there was, tha ew the source of these paragraphs
that were on the last page of the article. And the
gets to, well, 1 call this a leak. Idon't recall it.
And as an ongoing investigation I don't, you know, I, this

W DO N e WY e

o
- o
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J. Edgar Hoover Building, there is a section of the

_seventh floor that's behind glass doors. And you need a
badge and a code to get in there. So-that's the, the
offices contained within that glass, those two glass
doors, that would be who he is talking to, whenitays
the seventh floor, he's talking about the people that have
10 the offices there, and that's where the Director's office
11 is, the Deputy Director's office is, the Associate Deputy

VW 0O N e W

s -- 4
Seventh floor, right? So, I just
thought of something else. So on the seventh floor of the

Min-U-Seript®

12 isn't something we would do. This is whaDwas telling |12 Director's office is. So that's what he's referring to.
13 us. . 13 And that would be the same senior leadership.
1+ R Richt. And then in the third page |14 [EEIEEEENENERY Ok2y. Can you read what the next
15 of the email -- excuse me, notes. - . 15 s .
16 Um-hmm. 16 You do not see a direct quote very
17 This is near the top. Did anyone |17 top. Those were the words of
18 from the seventh floor -- I'm assuming that's FBI 18 aid this seems really over the top.
19 executive management, Is that what's referred to? 19 m-hmm. )
20 Right. Yes, um-hmm. 20 Not necessary to get the point
21 Do you know whao's, or who 21 across. More to prove person was actually there. So this
22 specifically that would, is that commonly understood to |22 wulﬁxpmsinguapinion about the last
23 encom certain managers? . 23 three paragraphs on the last page of the October 30th Wall
24 Iﬁl So, it would be the Director, the 24 Street al article. | aid in the beginning of,
25 Deputy Director, and the Associate Deputy Director I think |25 earlie{ljraid [ would call this a leak. And, and even
Page 123 Page 125
1is-—- 1 more so, I think it's over the top because you don't even
2 Okay. " 2 need it to make the point. The person is like, it's like
3 - Mr. Bowdich's title. And then, 3 they want to prove they were there so badly that they're
4 there are a few other people that sit up there too. All || 4 able to tell you this is what he said. 1 was sittin,
s executive level, very, the top of the FBI, essentially. | 5 there listening to the telephone call. That wasﬁ
6 Okay. So on your notes, on Page 6| | wha{__Jvas getting across.
7 5, there, this is sort of middle towards the end, I think | 7 | : Okay. Do you have anything on
8 it says someone from OPA is always involved withanon | 8 that? So then we get to the next day, August 17, 2017.
s background conversation, 9 And there is two pages of handwritten notes, which I
10 b Yes. 10 believe in the right-hand corner is your initials. Do
11 [s that what that says? 11 these reflect your notes?
12 That's what that says. 12 m :
13 Can youread what the, I'm getting |13 And it looks like the purpose of
14 expert at reading your writing. 14 this interview was to in part go over emails that
15 Yeah, look at that. 15 giveq to you from October 23rd and 24th.
16 . : Can you read what the next 16 Actually, I would say the point is
17 notation says? - |17 anted to give us emails.
18 ﬁll would not have authorized an on |18 Okay.
19 background for an investigation, semicolon. Senior |19 gave us emails.
20 leadership, underlined, are authorized to talk to the |20 Okay.
21 media. So wha saying w ouldn't have |21 t's what the first thing says.
22 felt authorized 10 go to the media and maKe a comment |22 Okay.
23 about an ongoing investigation. But senior leadership |23 1ves us emails frqm [0-23.
24 could do that. 2¢ [ EEEREEREE W as that wheﬁprinted them
25 | : A nd is senior leadership that 25 off? Was that --
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Page 126

Q' No, no, no. So, so my
recollection 1s, on the 16th, I asked o go refresh

after our interview ended, an ad more. And I would
note that on the 17th, it's actually Voviette Morgan who
is with me and not So Voviette and 1 went up
together to, to — and as [ recall lled
ad additional emails, and we went

1
2
3
4
5 Now, this is the next day. ntinued to look
6
7
8
9

10 me and told me t}

11 up —
12 Okay.

13 -- Voviette and [ went up to go see
1 d get the emails.

15 So you go up there, and you're

16 looking over some of those. And there's one I wanted to
17 ask you about. It's an email -- it's the one dated
18 October 24th, 20167

s [ Jve

20 IR Just Jet me know when you get

21 '
12:30, right, p.m.?‘

Dccollcctiongg(i)terz ot up, went tD
computer, searched through ils and printed some.

Page 128

1 them in body. Ilooked at them, and Voviette looked at

2 them, and then [ ask some questions, and [ took

3 notes as to what, what I wanted 1o as ut. So, I'm

¢ looking at my notes, and I see in the, the comer here,

5 there's one from the 24th, and 1 don't know if it's

6 referring, it doesn't look like it's this one. It looks

7 like it's maybe a different one. But [, 1 do recall that

8 Qlold me that day that they, they, OPA, sent out

9 several emails on the 24th. This would have been
10 following the first article the Wall Swreet Journal put
11 out. Okay?
12 Sothey put something out to all of the SACs and
13 ADICs in the field, in case they got questioned. There
14 was a like a statement, a formal statement they had put
15 together. So they put it out to the leadership, senior
16 leadership in the field. And then, and I think this is
17 getting back to this email, they also sent it to people

18 that they knew who spoke to the media [ guess as like,

19 hey, I'm a former FBI employee and a consultant kind of
20 thing. So, | mean, essentially they wanted to put this_
21 formal statement of talking points out there so that if
22 people who are commonly contacted by the media were

1 do you know| Not personally, but -

2 | | I don't know him. Ithmk Ijust

R i dont even want to speculate.

4 Okay. So, it's an email from
like he works forI Pn this --
§ Um-hmm.

7 R -- by the email. That may not,
8 that may not be correct.
: [ Jowy.
10 And it's to! |And
cCabe matter

ERl NSNS
11 the subject is FBI response to %
12 Uh-huh, :
13 And below that,[_ Jhad

14 sent an email on October 24th, about 10 minutes, five
15 minutes earlier to, it looks like a bunch of, I'm

16 presuming that's former FBI senior executives of an FBI
17 statement that apparently was published in an artl ]
18 And I'm just wondering if you had any discussion

19 about this email.

20 | | So --

21 And it --

22 ' I'm looking at my notes, and I'm

" 3 there was something I wanted 1o as

23 looking, so I’ king at everything. So I didn't have |
24 questions for this day. But I remembe] |
25 handed me the emails th found. And Ilooked at

23 Correct, 12:30 p.m. 23 contacted by the media, they would have this statement.

24 Okay, yeah. {24 And 1 think that's what's going on here.

25 RN Andifs fom[ ———|who, |25 [EEEMNNRR And was there any discussion about
Page 127 Page 129

1 whether this was a common practice by OPA to sort of
2 enlist former senior FBI managers with media strategy?
3 - Well, ] don't know that it was media
4 strategy mean, that's kind of putting a judgment on
5 it. But I didn't have that discussion wnthﬁl

5 Okay.
7 1 guess thaD(md of gave me this
8 stack of documents, and | was quickly trying to see if

bout that relate

10 to this investigation.
1 R A right. And then we're going
12 10 jump to the, the second follow-up day on August 18th.
13 1believe the three-page document of handwritten notes
14 da with your initials.

1s Um-hmm.

o - " Appears to be your handwritten

17 n ct?
18 : That's correct.
15 [ Bear with me one second. So l

20 want to ask you a couple of questions about what looks
21 like some of the emails that were discussed in this
22 follow-up interview. In your stack, there should be one

23 dated er 28th, 20!6ﬁ0m| Itol |
24 Okay.
2s Subject, for Devlin, And I'm just
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Page 146 i

the door and said we have 10 go see Mr. McCabe. And so we
left, and he never got the answer to that question. And
then we, we had the interview with Mr. McCabe, and I think
the feeling was that we weren't going to do anything
further on the investigation.

]fmaliz{ Is&atement. And so [ think that the
answer you're looking for is we never, we askedD We
never got the answer because the interview was
interrupted. '

R
But you'll defi mtely want to

talk o jabout that.
Lo SR N

Okay. Let's stop for one second.
(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter went off
the record and back on the record.) )
R Okay. Back on the record after a
one-minute break around 1:15. I'm moving on from the
drafts. Do you have any other quesnon?
er OIG (b)G), (0X/)(CEuy
Okay. So, actually, I'll just
note for the record that, just quickly. On Page S5 of
also deleted, however, the direct
quote strikes me as over the top and unnecessary to make

|12 T Right, yeah. 1got you.

Page 148

g There was something that | just
2 want to make sure if I'm understanding correctly. On Page
3 2, the first full paragraph there, there is a discussion

4 about the August 12th call, August 12th, 2016 call. Do
5 you see that?

3 Yes. )
7 And the second sentence,
9 tated, [ do not recall being involved in a

9 discussion regarding such a telephone calt or even being
10 told that such a telephone call occurred. And if you look
11 back at that October 30th, 2016 email --

13 R | just wasn't sure -- yeah, that

14 one right there. The one 4 where it mentions the
15 call. Ijust wasn't sure i yin oesn't recall
16 being told contemporaneously, but ther]  [has this email
17 here that, so ] just wasn't sure what exactly, how that
18 statement squares up with this email.

Well, I'll tell you that we didn't

20 as

21 Okay.

22 But, yeah, I mean clearly it's
23

25 has signed under oath says| oesn't know about it.

)15 email that Deviin Barrett has sentto |
And tatement thai

1 the point. |
2 | |L‘m-hmm.
3

Was there any conversation with

4| Iabout that?
5

ngg 147

No, there wasn't. I think ust -

& took it out, { mean, sometimes people-say things in

7 interviews because they're comfortable. And later, when

8 they see it in print they think, | don't know that {

s necessarily want that to be a part of my statement, and so
10 they took it out.

11
12
13 that.

Sure.

And | wouldn't normally ask about

Okay. And lhen tuming now to

It should be there

16 somewhere. Let me know if you have that.

17

14 >

Yeah, hold on.

1o EERERNRRERY ! think — there you go. So,

11-page document. The last page, Page
_Eg-—l o] :

21 you are not a witness there, but does this appear to be a

19 again, this is an

20 12 issigned

23
24
25

|22 true copy of that statement?

Yes.
Best you can tel]?
Yes.

I recognize

Page 14S
1 would say that you'd need to talk t Jeo find
2 outwha intent was there. g
3 L()ka)’. : :
s ut [ didn't ask|__|about it.
5 And then, just so | understand .

& what was going on, it's sort of the same line if inquiry.
7 Butif you jump to Page, is it 10? Yeah, Page 10. This
8 is the first full paragraph on that page beginning with as
9 pointed out to me. Do you see that?
10 Um-hmm. J
11 It says, as pointed out to me by
12 the interviewing agents, none of the email communications
11 between October 24th, 2016 and October 30th, 2016
14 reference DD McCabe's August 12th, 2016 telephone call
15 with the senior DOJ official. And I was just wondering
16 how that statement is reconciled with that email -

17 Well | think --

18 -- on October 30th.

13 - what is meant here --
20 Um-hmm. :

21 -- is that the content of the

22 telephone call; there is nothing about the content of the

23 telephone call. g &
24 kay. -
25 There is clearly, you know, when you
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