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Page 10

1 accept it, send it back to them. And we keep going back
2 and forth until they're satisfied with the completeness
3 and accuracy. ’

4 At that point, we bring them back up on Lync.

5 We have the final version in front of us, the final
6 version in front of them. We read it. We ask them did
7 they review or did they read it, or have they been given

10 they wish to make. They, if they say no, we say, okay, at

|11 this point raise your right hand, swear them in. Much

12 like you did, we, do you swear or affirm the information
13 contained in this written statement is true, accurate, and
14 complete to the best of your knowledge?

15 They answer in the affirmative. They sign it.

16 They dateit. We ask them to scan and fax, scan and email

18 we get the original along with the originally signed FD-

‘{19 645. And that way we get the originals. When they come

20 to us, we sign them, me and my case agent or co-case agent

| & the opportunity to make changes? They answer in the-
-9 affirmative. We ask them if there are any more changes

17 us acopy and put the original into the Bureau mail. So .

21 sign them]

22 Iphonetic
23 sp.).

2¢ [ f during the, the revision

25 process, if a witness makes a change that's inconsistent

Page 12

Most people understand that. |

W @ NN s W N

(-
o

| That has not, that's not what

NN NN MM e
U B W N O W DU e W N

we're there to talk about.

- Um-hmm. :

And where somebody will introduce
something that we didn't discuss, but it adds to the
statement because it gives the reader, the ultimate
reader, OPR adjudicator, who is not going to have the
benefit of sitting across the table from them, some
background. So if they prefaced it by a previous sentence
and say I, you know, I've done this, and this is how |
found myself to be there, we allow that as well.

" And even at the end, if somebody wants to put in
a statement of remorse, a sentence or two or a paragraph,
we allow that. We encourage that. What we don't
encourage, and we tell these people, and | know 1 do,
that, that that's encouraged, again, we're not here

\

Page 11

1 with your recollection or your notes, what happens?

2 Um-hmm. Well, it depends on the
3 inconsistency. And we even give them that admenishment
4 during the pre-interview stages. And we, we tell them, if
5 we're talking about something and you, for example, make
6 an admission, a substantive admission, and alt of this
7 talk about this is your statement. You own it. You can

2 can put pink elephants fly in your statement if you think
10 it will help you. I don't recommend it, but it is your
11 statement at the end of the day.

8 put whatever you want in your statement. You know, you |

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

O O YNV e W

190

-
-

12

Page 13

advocating for you, but we're not persecuting you. If
there's something that you think the adjudicators want to
know that's important to them, if you want to put
something, that's fine. We don't want to have a situation
where you have 30 pages of mitigating material and about

two paragraphs of what you actually did, and you're taking -

responsibility for it. And most people take that up.

Okay. ,
. :Somelimcs, sometimes we pet 30-page
statements out of @ seven-page drafl,
q Yeah.
And, and I'm convinced OPR, when

13

Jthey have the drafi, that's why

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

it's so important for us to keep each draft.

Um-hmm.
Because if, I'm, I'm sure I've been
told this by the OPR adjudicators that when they read a

statement, if it looks like it's starling to go off the

rails with mitigating information that is just, just

awkward[ puli Draft 1, and
they'll-say, what did the agent say you said during the
interview? And then they'll compare it to the final draft
and say this is already contaminated by your writing and
you're, you're sliding things in there that you think wil!
be used to your benefit. And they understand that, and we
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| |No, no. No, it was clear to me,
the message that was conveyed to me was he hadn't seen it
before. He didn't authorize it. Didn't know who did.
And just, just lik it was like following
that format in the statement.

I O
Everyone that we talked to, do you

know, did you do it? Do you know who did it? And that's

the answer that we got. And again, Voviette and | were
both like, okay, great. You know, we'll move on. But,

you know, he gave us this information. [e's a very, he's
a very nice man. He's a gentleman, And [ think to help
us along, he gave us some background to put us in, in his

mindset.

IR Do you have anything on these?
[ er OIS ()0, G0 K

Okay. So then | wanted to move
on. And feel free to refer to any of these documents.
I'm going to ask you to look at the next document after
the article. So, what ['m showing you now is a two-page
document of handwritten notes dated in the right corner 8-
slash-18-2017. Does this appear to be your handwriting”

| |Yes.
R /. nd do these appear to be your

notes from the interview held with Mr. McCabe on August

O W W N e W

Page 40

made plans to talk to him at 4:30.

_ And what werc you told about what

tr'mumscm_l.he meeting?
Oh, that was, well, it wasn't a

purpose. It was the understanding that we're going to go
up and get his statement. He's going to have either
revisions in his statement or he's going to have his
statement signed, and we'll swear him in, and, and we'll
be done with it.

And so, when the meeting is
scheduled, is it just set for 30 minutes or so, or less?

Do vou have any idea?
Well there's, now, that's the

eputy Lirecior --

- When he tells you.
We can stay until -- yeah.

Okay.

It's a little awk ward because we,
wi ; Tme is very valuable, and we just want
to go in there and get the information and get out. And
we did that with all of the executive managers, the EADS,
and the Associate Deputy Director.

R So. you go into this interview,

and can fou f'ust Elfﬂ of put us in the room for a moment?
Sure. )
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Page 39

Yes.
And it appears that this interview
was held with SS n the Deputy Director's

office?

Yes.
Okay.
I'hat’s kind of my, my protocol
when, when I do interviews, on the upper-right corner, the
date, the time, where I'm at, who I'm with.
R W hat circumstances prompted this
follow-up ipterview? Do you remember?
Well, we had been trying 10 get Mr.
McCabe to finalize his statement. [ mean, that's always
the goal. If we, we write these statements, we want the
person to have a chance to look at it. Now, we understand
he's busy. Things have been taking a while. And it
wasn't, we're not the ones[:g]and I are not the
ones doing the outreach to the office to, to his office or
his special assistant or his chief of staff asking to get
on his calendar, That's done by my executive management.
And they'll tell us when, when he's available.
So, we were told sometime before this time that

we hayve him on the schedule, or he has us on hi edule,
and he'll be talking to us at 4:30. So nd |

R I T R R

e
® WA WO

13

20| Jwell firsq

21
22
23
24
25

Page 41
_ Are you - and feel free to, to

look at vour notes.
L Jven

R /- you basically, are you going

over new material, or, or are you just Kind of saying,
okay, well, you know, can we sign the document?

b Okay. I'll give you a little ;
background before we get 10, when we actually get in. We
had intewiewadtlfor his second interview.
First interview was strictly about the mail,
and that was early on.

m-hmm,

e was our first interview. We
interviewed him again because we introduced the Wall
Street Journal article in the interview on y
with Voviette, So, now we went back tlﬂo
interview him and ask him ifhe knew anything about that.

Um-hmm.
During thal time, Voviette and

fand | hlmm.l

sp.), another SSA. | was out of town. |

And they interview I'm sorry. | |

Thank you{ Il\nd they got
some information that was very enlightening. And |
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Page 58 Page 60
1 call took place in his kitchen. 1t wasn't in a 1 authorization than a specific authorization to mention the
2 professional setting. And he was on his way to travel to 2 August 12 call?
3 | Jor somewhere. | 3 rg—l Right, right.

4 He went on to, to elaborate on that. 4 Do you know whether or not, or was
.5  And then it kind of took me back, because | 5 there any discussion about whether Mr. McCabe notified
6 remembered, my understanding, either | misunderstood him, | 6 then-Director Comey that he was giving authority to his
7 which is entirely possible. Or he said something andmy | 7 staffto, including totalk to the Wall Street

8 interpretation was, was sumething else. Butitsoundedto | 8 Jo 1? '
9 me now he's saying that the conversation he had, you want | 9 b I don't know if | remember. |
Mo me toclose a predicated investigation, happened inthe |10 think, [ think that did come up. [ think maybe
11 kitchen, and the call happened later with Mr, Axelrod |11 asked him that. :
12 calling him, upset, happened at a different time, not in |12 — Okay.
13 the kitchen. It was, it was the other way around. 13 If Mr. Comey was aware. And |
e -Vas it =« go ahead. - 14 don't, | don't specifically recall. ‘
15 No, go ahead. ‘ 15 kay. Do you have any additional
16 R s there any discussion about |16 questions?
17_onee he indicated ugust |8th thal he aulh(nri72d: 17- '_Bul Mr. McCabe never expressed to
18 andﬂm talk to the reporter for the 18- you that, that he thought that, that that piece of the
1s 30th article what the scope of that authorization |18 October 30 article, the, the three paragraphs on the, on
20 entailed, whether he had documentation of this 20 the call with Axelrod, that that was unauthorized? He
21 aythorization? Did he get into that detail? 21 neﬂ;’ r disavowed that? |
22 No. | don't, [ don't think it did. 22 No, he didn't. No, and that's
23 No [ 'mean, sitting here, | probably wouldn't have gone |23 what's 50, you KNow, when | put in here in quotes, okay
24 to thar detail because, again, that would have been a |24 with it. [t must have been a question something like how
25 little bit more specific asking, focusing, now the phone, |25 do you feel about that now, in hindsight? Well, how do
' Page 59 Page 61
1 the funnel, the cone on him. . - 1 you feel about this, this information and the, and the
2 R i saying that ves he authorized | 2 level of, you know, detail in this? And he said he's okay
3 it, was there any ambiguity at the time about what he was | 3 with it.. And [ think that's what spawned the conversation
. 4 claiming he authorized? In other words, is it, was it | 4 that, hey, we're not in the position of saying what an
5 clear 10 you he was referring to that Axeirod cail on 5 executive manager in the FBI can release and what they
6 April 12, on August 12? 6§ can't. : :
7 It was during most of that 7 ‘Um-hmm. :
8 conversation. But he did say during that conversation, he | 8 mThat's net our position here. So
9 goes - I'm not sure about whether or not he did authorize | 9 if youre okay wilh it, then, then, you know.
10 the call specifically. 10 Did he -- sorry. | cut you off.
11 That may be in his sworn, in one |11 Did he, did he ever explain to
12 version of his sweorn statement. 12 youw im to now recall this? 1 kaow that --
13 No, | don't think we -- 13 No.
14 Well the sworn statement -- 14 - You said before that he, he, he
15 Yeah, we didn't reflect anything |15 apologized and said there was a lot going on, which ;
16 from that August -- yeah. [ don'tsee that in my notes. |16 perhaps was his way of explaining why he didn't remember
17 It must have been during that conversation that went back |17 it then.
18 and forth about authorizing them to correct the, the” {18 And | think --
19 issues on there. Butit wasn't speci what the 19 But did he explain what prompted
20 corrections are going to be, that Endl |are 20 his memory now? ' 9
21 'going to sit down and make those corrections. He gaveme |21 I The apology, ! don't think it was
22 the impression that it's not specifically saying tell him |22 for that. [ think the apology was for my comment of
23 this, tell him that, Just give him, give him the 23 saying, hey, we threw a lot of work into this, a lot of --
24 information that's on background. 24 1 think that's what that was for. But no, we didn't ask
25 So it was a more general type of |25 him, and he didn't clarify, you know, beyond what he said.

“(15) Pages 58 - 61
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Page 66

‘sent mc an cmail and said this is, you know, you know,
unfortunate or, you know, this is, you know, this is

something that's very, should be very -- and | cxplained

to him, [ wrote back an ematl to him saying that |
understand. We identificd the issue right away. Wc 100k
steps to, you know, proactive steps to do this, and'it's
not going to happen again, and then 1 let now
that, you know, he's already aware of it.
So he had it then. [, I know he had it then.
And the joke -- ¢
R W hen was that about would you
say? : ‘
| | [ don't know. But [ have, |
provided that, those.three that we sent. [t was the
.second one, | think, the second time that we sent it to
him in that version. And wc joked around about it too, so
if'it. if you want to get this thing done, this is, the
ball is in your court. You know, we don't have to send
this anymore. Let's get this thing done. This is well
before | knew these incidents that came up.

q Um-hmm. So, so the email that,
that was first sent t |

that would, that would haye been the same
éla as the Starbucks encounter? .

——

1
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Page 68

any other efforts made to, to have him sign the sworn '

statement? I'm just wondering to what, how, how much
effort,

| Well, [ know my effort, and I'm
sure | speak for | Jon this point that our
interactions with the Deputy Dircctor were always vis-a-
vis emails, We didn't call him. We didn't call his
secretary. We didn't, this is, we consider this very
private, you know, these statements. We wouldn't call the
secretary and say, hey, the Deputy Director has a

statement to sign. So we let our management do that. |

And | think a couple times Voviette may have

_said that she will, she will discuss it with our Assistant

Dircctor and through her channels because she meets up
there on the seventh floor with these people all the time,
and maybe she bumps into him, ask him {f there is anything
he needs to try to further the process.
_ Can you spcak to what extent the,
the management above vow[__] had rcached out informally
or thr = ‘
I, Ican't.
-- assistance? :
I can't. Ldon't recall if they,

- they came back to me to tell me, hey, we, we putin a

25 Yeah. 1think it was right after ;25 call. But something tells me that Vovictie did ‘come back
Page 67 ) Page 69
1 she met him. She came right up to her desk and did as he, | 1 to me at least on a couple of occasions saying, yeah, [
2 you know, requested. 2 talked to Nancy, and Nancy will scc if we can't get him to
3 R U-hmm. So it was three times, | 3 get on the calendar to, to get it to sign. Or at least
4 was it three times prior to August 18 that, that you had | 4 ask him what the status is of his review. That's
5 submitted the sworn statement to Mr. McCabe clectronically | § basically what it is. Because we're not asking for, hey,
6 byemail? . , ) 6 when are you ready to sign? Itis, what's the status of
7 | | Yeah, |think it was, well, three | 7 your review.
8 times for sure, including the very first one that he got. | 8 : Um-hmm.
9 So, the third time -- ' _ 9 We're not rushing anyone. It's,
10 Eln April. 10 you know. . '
11 : Yes. 11 R : Okay. | think that was all on
12 '— Yeah. 12 tha.
113 The third time [ believe was right |13 Okay. So let's sort of bring us
‘14 aficr we had that interview with him before we went homé |14 now, go back 1o the interview on August 18 is cnding,
15 that day because, again, he asked us to send it to him. [15 Um-hmm. Um-hmm,
16 Okay. On the 18th? 16 What happens next?
17 Yes. 17 We, we lefi Mr. McCabe's office and
18 Right after you met with him? |18 came down 10 our office. And we had a note 0
19 Yes. % - 19 was told by, b honetic sp.), our unit
20 Okay. Were there any other 20 chicf, that pulled us out of the] interview and
21 cfforts, so, so other than emailing the sworn statcment to |21 said, when you're donc, brief Nancy McNamara, our AD,
22 him on May 12, and secing him at Starbucks, and, and |22 about the results of what transpired today. So we went
23 23 right to her office, and her secretary told us she already

24
25

resending that again - kccing him in Starbucks.
I * Um-hmm.

. NN
“«, e

left for the day. So we went back to our office, went
inmo our unit chicf's office ffice, and
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Page 70

called our section chief, called Voviette, We ‘were
uncomfortable about cailing the AD. [ didn't know where,
you know,

; (
I— i
ormally 1] brief up my section

chief, my management, and they'll brief up from there. So
we put Voviette on speakerphone, and nd |
briefed her up about the interaction with and
being called out of the meeting, because she wasn't in
that day. She may not have even been in that entire week.
And we were catled into Mr. McCabe's office and, and he
told us that he authorized it. And Voviette was tracking
this because she sat in on most of the interviews.

There's, you know, just a very few that she didn't sit on.
And she even inserted herself on follow-up interviews with

16|

|after| ~ Jwas done and with, wit

So the three most important ones, the ones that were -

causing us this epiphany, were] hand] |
Well, Voviette was very in tune on that.

. Um-hmm.
And | know. | rememnber Vovietle was

surpnised, too, with the information that
released. And now when we talk to Mr. McCabe, and he told
us he authorized it, that she was taken a little aback by

11

Page 72

the victim of a Jeak.

Right. -

Either he is, eitherit's not a
leak and it was, it was authorized, and it's going out, or
it's something that he was aware of after the fact and he
didn't have a problem with.

R 'f you could look at the next

document there.

Yes.
That's an cmail from you on August
18:th at 5:04 p.m. to Mr. Andrew G. McCabe, copying

12|

| And you state at the email, it also

13
14
15
18
17
1a
19,
20
21
22
23
24

attaches a 12-page draft statement. Are you famihiar with
this document? .
Yes. Um-hmm,
_ And it appears this is sent after
the interview is completed on August 18th. Is that
correct?

IYes, itis.

And so what i1s your expectauon
after you send this to him as to what's going to happen
next?

$ Well, we sent it to him_because he
requested It. ' )

BN R NN R R e
o WO VLN WN O

N
o,

the onus on it and suy maybe you misunderstood me. Maybe
I didn't write it the way 1 heard it. And you never gave
us back your, your changes, so we didn't know if we were
expecting to see changes where he had already talked to
the other people and found out that somebody -- we didn't
know. So | ook the proactive approach and said, here,
before you sign your statement, this is what you told us.

“Here is this article again. Tell us. Mnd that's how we

entered into that.
Um-hmm.

So, yeah, there was, you know, her
reaction was, really? Wow. Okay. Okay, we're going to
have to talk about this. Tt was the same reaction that we
had, that it's, it's not as simple as it first appeared.
Um-hmm.

It's, it doesn't appear that he is

25 it too. 2s R U -hmm.

' Page 71 Page 73
1 R And so let me just show you, when | 1 | |: Because, again, based on the
2 you say taken aback, can you just elaborate? Meaning | 2 statement that he, it's not at his fingertips or he, it's,
3 surprised, or? . | 3 it'sin his email. Would we be kind enough to send it to
| | Well, yeah, kind of. Like our 4 him again? Absolutely. As soon as | get back to my desk.
s reaction was. |t was a very natural reaction, like, you | 5 And actually, we sent it to him I think before we even
6 know, we didn't know what to expect when we went in there, | 6 spoke to Voviette. And we sent it to him. And my
7 but we went in with the impression that we're not going | 7 expectation was it was the same statement that we had
8 to, we're.not setting anyone up for failure here. 'mnot | 8 before that he correct the inaccuracies. | mean, my
9 going 1o let him sign that statement until, you know, take | 9 expectation is there is going to be some correction of

L I I R R O R S
O Ve WL W O

21
22
23
24
25

that paragraph that you had me read aloud about whether or
not he authorized or was aware of who is the source of the
information.

So it would be, the bail would be
in Mr, McCabe's court to make whatever revisions, and then
have you an r anyone else from your office look
at those revisions? ¢
Yes.
Okay. ‘
‘We're still in the draft stage at
that point. '
R Still in the drafi stage. And so,
1 know you gave OIG a draft version of Mr. McCabe's
statement that says current version pending.

[ } Um-hmm.
R ! think 1 even have it in your
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Page 88

1 legitimately. 1 so much. And every time we talk toDl's less and less {b6 -2
2 Um-hmm. Oh, | see. 2 whal |said before. nigs2
3 :Yeah. Yeah. 3 To what extent, you said there
4 Oh, so for, for this sentence that | 4 are emails in the file of, of references between, emails v 5
5 | just rea ave you an example of when itcouldbe | 5 tha had referencing communications with the | ,7c —5
6 done legitimately? , : 6 reporter. ' ; Ga
7 Yeah. 7 Right. b7C -2
8 Okay. 8 Between the October 24 article
9 [ mean, | don't see that in the 9 and the October 30 article. L o
10 statement -- 10° Yes. p7C -2
11 I— Do you recall what that was? 1 : So were these emails that are in
12 No, I don't, | don't. [t was 12 the file, were they provided to you by and to what ::c-fz
13 just, it was jus _ pttempt, andD(ept | think 13 extent did that play into any changes i tatement?
14 reinforcing to us tha anted to make sure that the (14 Okay. Some of the i
15 statement is, is, is accurate oesn't want to make |15 that were in there were provided to us from b6 -2
16 (*indiscernible 1:34:45) this is, this would never happen |16 Some of them we had to sho to help| | b7C -2
17 because, again nder oath. And | thin tarted |17 memory. It's nothing that we've, we've found something
18 to second-gues fter a while that ticking |18 here that says, hey, you authorized this disclosure. It
15 too much out there, drawing a hard and fast line where |19 wasn't that at all. 1t was just, this was a conversation.
20 there are reasons that are not invalid or, or troublesome (20 There was a, | think there was a couple of references to
21 to the FBI or to the Office of Public Affairs that this |21 maybe a phone call or call me at this number or whatever.
22 would be done on some, some instances. . And ] thinl 22 They're trying to, there's, it appeared to be some effort
23 comin with areas that would cover that. 23 on both their parts to try to link up somehow and have a
24 id you determin hat |24 communication and say this happened at a certain time
25 prompted , 10 start second-guessin, 25 frame around the publication of this article. Does this
Page 87::_ Page 89
1 | l No. 1 don't know WhyDusl. it | 1 help you refresh your memory? Do you remember whal you
2 just is the process was continuing of getting the draft | 2 tlked about? Do.you remember what he asked you? Those
3 version through the process of review to the final signed - [ 3 are the, that was the line of questioning. '
4 statement thaf ™ pould, ould initiate calfls to 4 But there was nothing there that was concrete
5 nd say, hey, I've got some more changes, and | 5 that would solve questions. And I thin as
6 ['ve got something else 1 want to show you, and I wantto | 6 really going outo y to find emails to show us that
7 explain the changes to you, and we're like, sure. We'll | 7 being cooperative and, and trying to help us, but |pe -2
8 goup. We'll, youknow, that's unnecessary. Youdon't | 8 there just wasn't there. And we asked__]for copies of |®7¢ -2
9 have to explain the changes because, you know, that' 9 noles or records or calendar items that would reflect
10 view of wh elling us. But we were willing, you |10 bullet points on what they discussed, and aid lhatp
11 know, as colleagues to go up there and listen t6:| 11 doesn't keep a record of, you know, on backgroun
112 changes. ' 12 investigations, or on background interviews with
|13 Did you find that change 13 reporters.
14 troubling? ' 14 F: Di egin second-guessin
|15 [ found it, | found his, you know, |15 n your mind, di ¢gin that before or aﬁcrﬁ b6 -2
16 kind of pulling back on things thal old us thal as |16 found or you all showed email communications | 2'¢ %
17 so sure about action initially, | found thata |17 referencing the reporter or with the reporter?
18 little unusual. -~ |18 ] 1don't, | can't say that for sure,
19 Um-hmm. 19 My only recollection is that it was very obvious to me
20 | ! And | found it noteworthy, and | |20 started that aﬂcDaw tatement. It wasn'l during |
21 knOW| Idoes too because we talked about iteven |21 thafinterview, and th id this, and then bcforD ::c_fz
22 when we walked out of the.office. 1said, what just |22 Ie'tﬂlamd pontificating and saying, no. It's more
23 happened? | thought, | thought we had hard and fast that |23 like no, it was hard and fast when we left. thrpot
24 this, it's a leak. That's what itis. If's what 24 ﬁtatc’menl, thenEIst:grtcd taking it back with each
25 calling it. It is ho es it. It's done, Now, not |25 progression of, of the drafts. 2
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Page 98

¢ authorized them to correct inaccuracies of the other
5 statement. .

6 Iqomy.

7 It's that part that [, that | said

8 earlier that, you know, | remember him saying that. He
9 goes, well, 1 don't know about that particular statement.

10 R Meaning?

11 The quote?

12 EThe quote.

13 R Okay, gotit. ‘So the Jast

14 document here is that one there. And feel free 1o look at
15 the other documents. The email that you sent on August
16 20th, 2017 to Voviette Morgan, 1 just wanted to ask you a
17 couple things about that.

18 } Sure.

19 On Page 4, the prompt.
20 Um-hmm.

21 R This is regarding| I
22 There was an asterisk abou|| Pvera

23 Nervousness.

24 . Um-hmm.
nd inability to recall specifics.

25

(12 % [ mean, at least that's what | '
3 understood, that he, he looked at it and he says, yes, |

[P R I N

"
w N O

14
15
16
17

18
S ET)

20
21
22
23
24
25

Page tCO_

stammering becausDasr_'l. 1t wasn't that noticeable.
But it just wasn't the same| that I've dealt
with in the past. And it, and | don't want to read too
much into it. 1 don't want to say that's an indicative,
design of some kind of, you deception or anything,
but it just seemed to me tha as frustrated, but not
with us. . .

Um-hmm. ;
ThatDvasjust. inability 1o find

b6
b7C

-2
-2

things and, you know, commenting 2 couple of times

sai hould have just taken notes hould take
notes during these meetings, tha hould have, you
know, had something written down somewhere. [ think
Voviette even commented to us once that she went to talk
o[ Jwith |for a short time, and she made a
comment, too, like as a wreck. as a neryous
wreck. And I'm like, you know.

When was this? :
1 don't, ] don't remember. 1t was

'jusl one of the conversations that, because she was
relating to me what had said.

_éan you Lring us sort of, again,
sort of the, the -- as | understood, was ilast

interview wrapping up or in the middle while you then were
summeoned to go talk to Mr. McCabe?

b6 -1,2
b7C -1,2

r
b6 -1.2
b7C -1,2

b6 -2
b7C -2

Page 99

1 Can you describe whal you observed that you're commenting
2 on here?

3 | |: Well, it was, if I were to have met
4| }mc time, an ehaved a cerlain way. you
5 just, you Know, what are you comparing.it to? Right?
6 Um-hmm.

A But I've dealt with

8 earliest interview on this, very, very,
9 Very. you know, eager 1o help and, and, and protessional

from the

10 and courteous, warm. But as we saw that, as the
11 progression of that draft stage from that interview that

L o N hWwnm o wN

o
= o

Page 101

| | 1t was hard to tell, because we
weren't getting anywhere. ‘We were. we were not, you know,
we were still fumbling around through the emails and

stuff. It wasn't, we weren't, we weren't going to end it

then. We were going to continue on.
R Okay, right. So can you just put
us into that room in the sense of what the dynamics were?
Was, were you just in the middle of listening t
description of what chang anted 1o make, or whal was

happening? _
| |l think that's what it was. |

12 happened on the 16thand the progressive meetings wit

13 to explain those changesl Idemeanor changedH
14 was still nice. as still very friendly, very

15 welcoming[ Jwasn't] Hidn't look lik{ Jbared a
16 grudge against us at all or was unhappy to see us. Bu

17 just appeared nervous to me.

18 -hmm.
19 just looked nervous. ooked
2o unsure of| j fiddling around wit mails.

21 That's what | was going to ask

22 you. Were there any physical body gestures that you
23 observed that reflected in your experience nervousness?
24 No, 1 think it was more, | think it

25 was more'in|__ppeech tha{__Ji don't want to sayDvas

- l

think as lookjng at[ Ptatement, ananad, at that
poin as made d already madce somc changes, and.
an was showing us wha as striking out and

bringing out an email to say 1 think this is what this had
to do with. | think this helped me. And there was still
nuance changes that really wasn't, wasn't that
substantive. It just wasn't, it just seemed like there
was a lot there that just didn't, it didn't progress the
Process any, any more. '
I A nd it was at that point that you

were then summoned to go talk to Mr. McCabe?

| } Yeah, it was right, it was right,
that's what ended the interview where her phone
is ringing, and she answered it. And she excused herself
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Page 106 '

This is urgent. And that's how we took it. And I said,
okay, we'll be back. We'll talk to you later. And then I
did revisit that issue with € next time we were, the
next time when we're signing the statement.

[— Oh, okay. Then what happened?
Well

learly said no,
absolutely not.

— Oh, okay.

[ mean, as clear a51:
comfortable. There's no more nervousness. There's no
more going on. And | said, |, you know, | tokf__—ll
said I left at an untimely moment when I asked you a very
important question. And | just want to make sure that you
understand how important it is to us. And I'm going to,
you know, I'm ready for your answer. Ankdaid no,
absolutely not. I'm not covering for anyone. | don't
know anything about this, and it wasn't me, and, okay.

_ You know, give me one second. Let

.mg just ¢ cthing.
You might well imagine, at that

point, you know, we have somebody saying, yeah, that's us.
We did it together. You know, | thought our process could
have been is it possible thaf__]did it unilaterally, and
no trying to get people to say, yeah, it was

authorized? So we don't know where we are. Here'sa

W R NN e W N

N el o I e T Sl
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Page 108

would have beeri. And if you see in the middle of the
paragraph, that statement is still there. Do you see
that? It appears to me that someone unilaterally took it

upon themselves to provide information to Mr. Barrett.
iUm-hmm.
R | don't know who that, 1 don't .
know who that could possibly be.

| ] Yes.
R | mcan, that's sort of consistent
with what you were saying earlier.
| | Yeah.
Not everything, but that, not that
[ gvering for anyone, but that isﬁzn't remember.
rom

| Sure. | Pistancmg:]‘
: Yeah. Dnnl remember. Das

But it happened.

It happened.

But --

And as bes an make sense of
oesn't know unilaterally did this.
eah, because [ think the

assumption there was it was accurate, and it wasn't made

up. It wasn't, like anybody could have said it because

it. Yea

no recollection.

it,_someone w

. Page 107

that's looking at us and saying no, | don't.
R Well, what's interesting is that

if you look at, so if you look at Draft 2.

Um-hmm. )

ich contains --

hanges.

hanges, as well as your

original to the extent there's no track, there's no cross-

off.

—

So if you look at Page 6 of 13.

Um-hmm.

The paragraph that is beginning in

part on the top of the page.
l Um-hmm,

_ The fourth line down ﬁ'om the top,

the statement is it appears to me that someone
umlaterally took it upon themselves to provide
Barrett. Do you see that?

Yes.

And the says | don't know who

that could possibly be.
Um-hmm.
If you go to the final version on

Page 5, it's the main paragraph on Page 5 starting with |

i
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Page 109

it's not true, and you don't have to have information if
you're making things up. [ think the, the acquiescence
was already it was true, it obviously was published. It
got out. It was without my authorization, without my
knowledge. 1 think that's what nveying to us. So
it must have been unilaterally because those kind of
disclosures to the media, whether it's done by a division
head or done by an cutive manager, are, accordmg to
fome through ffice.
S Rizhi.

So ot some kind of]
some kind of awareness, some Kina of visibility on what's
released in case of future articles coming out for
additional questions.

ﬂ Right. So, if all of that is

true, you would thin vould have done something about
some statement that was made at the time tha‘jdidn‘t
authorize.

[ Um-hmm. Well --
Did[_kay tha]__Fould find such
efforts?
| [ No. Not, not that [ recall.
didn't say that. And it's also clear that nobody from OPA

or the seventh floor reporied that to nduct,
as, as a leak, like they did with tmﬁ‘ That
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252
the date is now. So the 27th through that Sunday, Andy is
not, not in D.C.

So the meeting gets scheduled for the Director

so we cén tell him what we found and what the team thinks,

Awhich is certainly we need to go get a warrant for this

information.

B c.t cdoes Andy attend the meeting on

October 27th, or?

No, he deoes not.

[::::::::] #ell,; he tries ==

_ Was he. on the phone, or?

[::::::::] Well, so‘that's a little more
complicated.

N o=y

And it requires taking a few steps

back in time to October 23rd or 24th, which is, either the
23rd or the 24th, theVWall Street Journal publishes an
article alleging that Andy's wife, Andy should have --
alleging that Andy had sort of esséntially engaged in
misconduct in the Clinton Foundation case and had told him
to stand down and zll manner of other incorrect

information. And had done so because of a sort of

conflict of interest formed by his wife who ran for

’
state senate and received substantial donations to her

FBI 18-cv-01766-563
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At some point, relatively early, I don't remember when the

274

u . . .
Clinton Foundation case starts.

| b7a -1
b7E -1

as, as has been briefed to me, as I participated in

briefings on the topic, all were fairly stagnant.

A

At some point, I don't remember exactly when,

and

but maybe -—- I don't know.

b7a -1
B7E -1
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be -1
and I'm not there, but is there. &nd I b7a -1
_ : b7C -1
remember she gives me a readout because she was like so b7E -1
unbelievably embarrassed and appalled.
be -1
b7a -1
b7C -1
b7E -1
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where he tells you to, where he instructs you to have this

background conversation with Devlin --

Correct.

~-— Devlin Ba:rétt.

Correct.

And was there for that

conversation as well?

Uh-huh. Yep.

|

Okay. Was anyone else there other

i

than you and

Me and: yeah.

And so, and he is, and, and --

: I had two conversations, actually,

with Devlin. But, go ahead.

_ Okay. And so Andy tells you to have

a background conversation to clarify or to correct the

October 24th Wall Street Journal article.

Correct.

And what specifics does he tell yocu

to clarify? Does he give you the specifics to clarify?

I don't, I don't think it's quite

that, quite that direct. I mean, part of it is I knew the
facts myself. Right? And so, I knew, and I don't
remember, like, when we have a particular conversaticn

about it. But I, cn the, you know, so I have the 23rd

FBI 18-cv-01766-579
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ALL INFORMATICH CONTAIMNED

EEREIN IS UMCLASSIFIED
DATE 07-02-2018 By] NSICG b7c -1 :
(- 7 ) ﬁ? Page 2 ] Page 4
; IB:“:B:; 1 [ rqrt;a;l my, the statement | provided
N ) e 2 to the Inspection Division related to this. 1also loakec
2 s A Co s FAGE NUMREX | 3 atthe attachments related to this in the [nspection
: oS 4 Division matters but also the 10/23 article, which [ had
s s not looked at prior to my Inspection Division interview or
’ 6 prior to sort of preparing for, for this interview.
£ 7 ﬂAnything else? .
s - . 8 ;[don'l think so.
! 9 And when you say the 10/23
19 10 article, you're referring to the October 23rd, 2016 Wall
11 11 Sir ; article?
12 12 Correct. ,
13 13 Did you have any conversations
14 {14 with anyone about this upcoming interview other than your
15 15 attorney? :
16 16 ﬁNotto my recaollection, no. .
17 17 No conversations with anyone at
18 18 the FBI? : ;
19 19 | 1 mean, [ know Jim Bakers knows ['m,
20 20 I'mrconnng Back here today. | mean, so, [ think people
21 21 know that I've, I'm coming back to the [G.
22 22 ith the, with the exception of
23 23 telling folks at the FBI that you have an interview here
24 .|24 today and that's where you would be, did you have any
25 25 other discussions with anyone at the FBI?

b6 -2,3
p7C -2,3
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Page 3

1 PROCEEDINGS

2 QOkay, on the record. My name is
> R [ an Investigative Counsel in the

4 Oversight & Review Division. 1'm here wilh

s who is also an Investigative Counsel in the Oversight &
6 Review Division. We are joining an interview that's in
7 progress. The time now is approximately 12:20. We're at
8 the same location, 1425 New York Avenue, in the Oversight
9

& Review Division conlerence room. Those who were present
10 carlier are all still here. That includes
11 -;]and the witness Is that

12 correct?
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Yes.

RSN A nd you are a fact witness in the
review that we are looking at. We are looking at
allegations regarding disclosures of nonpublic information
to the media and subsequent statements related to those
disclosures. You're still under oath, and to protect the
integrity of our focus here, we request that vou not
discuss the substantive nature of our questions and the

substantive nature of your answers with others with the
23

exception of your attorney. Is that okay?
—
24 hat did you do to prepare for

25 this portion of the interview?

w o d s W R

B R R R
W N RO

14

Page 5

| think [ told Jim that I'm going
it's not on, it’s on stuff related to

back foday, du
Andy. =y

I see. Did you tell him what
o :

SR ;
. 0, | don't, | don't think I had to.
[ think he knew what it related to.

Okay. Any other conversations?
What about with Mr. McCabe? s he still your -- excuse

me_ls il your supervisor?
Not exactly. | mean, I'm working for
Jim Baker right now.

Okay. . :
don't think | -- no, [ don't think
s0. .
And just so I'm clear --
Sorry. No, | don't think | had any

conversations with Mr. McCabe about my presence here
today. .
Okay. Well --

Oh, | was just wondering, and does
that include you didn't have any conversations with Mr.
McCabe about the events that we're going to be talking to
you about?

| I Oh, no. Correct.
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and a reporter ave never heard Mr. McCabe say go
work wit and a reporter? That, that
) tton_never nappened before? - -

With me? .

. No. "
Okay. Was your authorization ever
memorialized in a written record?
No. d
Did you take notes in the, during
the conversation where ynu r. McCabe 1 bhe

wm wnh on background?
So if it wasn't written in any

shape or form, how, how did you, under, what did you ¢o to
determine or ensure that your future steps would be within
the scope of vour autherization on background?
i}j | guess [ wasn't thinking about it
given that this was my first engagement with OPA, |, |
don't think 1 was thinking about in such formal terms. 1
understood generally the, the topics to be covered. And
my recollection in talking ro, tc{ as that thal
first engagement with Devlin was sort of in receive mode.
So Devlin has a story. He's going to sort of tell us whal
he's hearing. And then we'll essentially figure out the

W W~ e W N

NN NNN R MR RE RHP @B
Vld W N MHMOWOVW®D NGO O & WN B o

Page 16

this?

[ think the foundation and some
connection back to McAuliffe and his wife's run. | think,
and [ could be conflating that now because my original
recollection was wrong, so |'ve been trying to kind of
reconstruct my recollection. So, [, that's my, that's my

best guess, but I'm not positive.
R O -,
R /\ d the broad, when you say the
broad topics, was that from -- who relayed that
information to you? Was tha o you from Barrett,
or Mr. McCabe to you?
| don't remember.
Okay.
I'm sorcy.
That's okay. The details of the
August 12th, 2016 conversation between Mr. McCabe and Mr.
Axelrod, which is highlighted on Page 7 to 8 of your
statement. Does Mr. McCabe instruct you to provide that
informati was that your decision?
[ think he, [ don't really remember.
I think what happened is that we and | have the
initial engagement with Barrett. And that engagement, |
think during the course of that engagement, that's where
he first raiscs the, the, Andy ordercd people to stand

b6 -2
b7C -2

b6 -2
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b6 -2
bp7C -2
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response once we hear sort of what the facts are. Sol
can't, [ can't say that | gave preater thought to the
scope of my authorization beyond my general knowledge that
it was about the McAuliffe, Foundation, Clinton a-mail,
some version therein. But | don't, in advance, I'm not
sure that | knew more than that.

QOkay, so --

Go ahead.

Take us back to that day. Can you -

Eﬁhich day, I'm sorry?

When Mr. McCabe first says to you |

want you to talk tDnd waork whhﬁon this

article, what more did he tell you about what he wanted
? _Did you ask questions about --

[ don't, | don't remember.

-- what do you want me to do? How

long did that conversation tast?

Oh, [ mean, probably a minute-and-a-
half. [ really, ] don't remember, | don't remember it
being deeply substantive beyond sort of the, the broad
topics. And then, | think 1 had some understanding that
we would learm more sort of what the, the story that,
that, that, that Devlin Barrett was developing was.

R Okay. And what did he tell you the

broad topics werc going to be that would be involved in

W N ewWw N
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down, if I'm not mistaken. [s that right? [ can't. |
didn't .-
| -

I haven't looked at my notes. Yeah,
1 think that's right. [ just couldn’t, | haven't looked
at my notes again recently, recently. And so, 1 think,
I'm pretty sure [ follow up with, so we have the first
conversation with Barrett in which 1, my recollection is
we're mostly 1 think in receive mode. And then, | think [
follow up with Andy to sort of relay the, the substance of
the discussion. And [ think he reminds me of the, how can
[ have, how can | have been trying to stand down the
Clinton Foundation case when 1 have that back-and-forth
with Axelrod, which I am pretty sure [ alrcady knew of. |
learned in real-time, you know, thereaboults.

Sort of as you. in my Inspection statements as,
like, my recollection is 1 generally knew that he had had
that back-and-forth with Matt Axelrod at the time that it,
that it actually happened, or, you know, on or about
August 12th, or around there. And so, my recollection is
that Andy probably reminds me of the, that engagement,
which is directly contrary to an order to essentially
stand down the investigation. So I don't, to answer your
question more specifically, 1 don't think that he directs
me to say it. He just sort of rcminds mc of, of that

b6 -2
B7C -2
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